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	Lesson plan





RSPCA Assured farms
COUNTRY: England




KEY STAGE: 2
CURRICULUM SUBJECT



AREA OF FOCUS
PSHE





Farm Animals



This lesson examines the needs of farm animals and introduces pupils to the five freedoms. Pupils will also find out about the RSPCA Assured food labelling scheme and how farming establishments can become members. Farming - you decide! could follow on from this lesson.
Starter activity
What do you think?
· Divide the room into three different areas: Agree, Disagree, Unsure.

· Read out some or all of the statements from the worksheet What do you think? (1).

· Ask the pupils to stand in the area that best represents their views and encourage individuals to explain why they feel this way.

· Alternatively, the statements could be used as cards and, in pairs, pupils could sort them into three separate piles to reflect their opinions.

Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic.
Main activity
The importance of farm animals
· Split the class into six small, mixed-ability groups.

· Give each group a different picture of a farm animal (see What you need). Allow them time to think about why this animal is important to humans and feed back to class.

The five freedoms
· Show pupils the worksheet Animals' needs - logos and ask them to guess what each symbol means before giving the answers.

· Hand out The five freedoms cards to the corresponding farm animal groups. They should try to match the correct statement card with the 'freedom' it links to.

Freedom Food
· Explain that the RSPCA would like all farm animals to have the five freedoms as far as possible. To help achieve this aspiration, the RSPCA has developed 'welfare standards' for farmers to follow (see factsheet RSPCA welfare standards).

· Show the class the RSPCA Assured logo. Explain that when they see this on food packaging, it means that an RSPCA Assured assessor inspected the farm/establishment to check that all the RSPCA welfare standards are being met.

· Show the class the image of an RSPCA Assured assessor. Explain that when an RSPCA Assured assessor visits a farm, they have a long checklist of all the RSPCA welfare standards and check each one in turn to make sure it's being met on that farm. They might ask the farmer questions to find out whether they are meeting a particular welfare standard and how they are doing this.

Farm animal needs
· Ask the groups to complete a thought shower (with the farm animal picture in the middle) that summarises and records what they have learnt about the animal, plus any ideas of their own.

· Ask each group to swap their thought showers with another group. This group must use the aspirational five freedoms, the factsheet RSPCA welfare standards and what they have learnt about their farm animal to generate some RSPCA welfare standards that they think an RSPCA Assured assessor would need to check are being met when inspecting a farm - and write them on the RSPCA Assured assessor sheet.

Hotseating
· Return the thought showers and worksheets to the original group. They must now imagine they work on a farm that rears this animal. This farm has applied to become an RSPCA Assured farm and will be inspected by an RSPCA Assured assessor who will ask how they are meeting each of the RSPCA welfare standards. The groups should prepare possible answers.

· Allow each group the opportunity to be hotseated by the group that prepared the RSPCA Assured assessor sheet for their farm animal. This group will represent the RSPCA Assured assessor and should use the sheet to mark each response with a tick or cross. If the group gains ticks for all their answers, the farm can join the RSPCA Assured scheme.

Learning styles: visual, auditory.
Plenary activity
What do you think now?
· Repeat the starter activity and ask the students to reflect on their responses. Have their views changed? If so, what made them change their mind?

Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic.
Differentiation 
· Pupils should work in mixed-ability groups that allow individuals to draw on their strengths, such as reading, writing, speaking or drama.

· The five freedoms card - Pigs could be selected for less able readers.

· For the thought shower, pupils could illustrate the needs of their farm animal instead of writing them.

· An alternative game to the hotseating activity:

1. Using one copy of The five freedoms cards, mix up the logos and statement cards and place them face down. Pupils should take it in turns to turn over two cards and make a 'pair' with the correct statement and 'freedom' it refers to. If they get a matching pair, they can keep the pair and have another go. If not, the cards are turned face down and it is the next player's turn. To make it more difficult, the Animals' needs - logos cards without words could be used instead.

2. The game could be extended by introducing additional animals (one set of logo cards and statements per animal).

Extension activities 
· The class could role play their work based on the hotseating activity in class.

· In pairs, more able pupils could use the statement cards from What do you think? (1) and try to link each comment to one of the five freedoms. They could also think about whether the statement fulfils the freedom described. Answers are provided on the factsheet What do you think? (2).

· Pig, sheep, cow, chicken -Ask everyone in the class to stand up. They must take it in turn to say one of the farm animals in the order: pig, sheep, cow, chicken. As you go around the group, any person who has to say 'chicken' must sit down. The winner is the person left standing at the end. 

Display
Pupils could create a mobile, collage or labelled drawing that illustrates the needs of a farm animal that they have learnt about.
Did you know? 
· Around 900 million farm animals are reared for food each year in the UK.
· The RSPCA set up the RSPCA Assured (previously known as Freedom Food) scheme in 1994 to improve farm animal welfare. RSPCA Assured is a non-profit making charity.

· The aspirational five freedoms were devised by the UK's Farm Animal Welfare Council. The RSPCA believes that everyone who is responsible for looking after an animal should aim to give that animal the five freedoms as far as possible.

· There are currently around 2,500 RSPCA Assured members including farmers, hauliers, processors and abattoirs.*

· All RSPCA Assured members are assessed according to RSPCA species-specific welfare standards that work towards giving animals the five freedoms.

· RSPCA Assured members are reinspected every year and may also experience a spot-check by an RSPCA farm livestock officer.

Curriculum objectives
Pupils should learn:
· that the life processes common to humans and other animals include nutrition, movement, growth and reproduction

· to research, discuss and debate topical issues, problems and events.

Animal welfare objectives
Pupils should learn:
· that farm animals have needs

· that we should aim towards giving farm animals five aspirational freedoms:

1. Freedom from hunger and thirst

2. Freedom from discomfort

3. Freedom from pain, injury and disease

4. Freedom to express normal behaviour

5. Freedom from fear and distress

· that establishments that rear farm animals should meet specific animal welfare standards.

Learning outcomes
At the end of this lesson:
· most pupils: understand what the five freedoms are and that people are responsible for ensuring the needs of farm animals are met. They know what the RSPCA Assured label looks like and what it represents

· some pupils have not made so much progress and: can identify some needs that farm animals have. They know that RSPCA Assured assessors visit some farms to check that the animals are properly cared for

· some pupils have progressed further and: understand how the RSPCA uses its welfare standards as a basis to assess farms, and that these welfare standards aim towards helping to give the animals the five freedoms as far as possible. They can explain why the RSPCA Assured label is important to display on food packaging.
Vocabulary
battery cage
beef cattle
behaviour
broiler/meat chicken
dairy cattle
discomfort
disease

distress
express

freedoms

hunger

injury
laying hen
pain

standards
thirst
Useful websites
RSPCA - All about animals - Farm animals
RSPCA Assured
RSPCA - Farm animal welfare standards    
Compassion in World Farming - Education
FACE - Farming and Countryside Education
Video - What do farm animals need?
Worksheets – What do you think? (1)
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Farm animals don't need
to be given fresh water like
pets do.

Farm animals don't
need company.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Farm animals can get
scared and unhappy.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Farm animals should be
allowed to move around
when they want to.

...........................................................................................

Farmers don't need to freat

farm animals nicely.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

. Farm animals should not be

sent on long journeys.

...........................................................................................

Farm animals need to see
a vet if they are |ll.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Farm animals need special
food, which helps them
grow and be healthy.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Farm animals don’'t
feel pain.

Farm animals should be
kept in small pens and
cages to make it cheaper
for the farmer and us.




Worksheets – Animals' needs – logos
[image: image2.jpg]



Worksheets – RSPCA Assured assessor sheet
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express normal
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Factsheet – Animals' needs - logos (answers)
[image: image4.jpg]Freedom from hunger and thirst

Freedom from discomfort

Freedom from fear and distress

Freedom to express
normal behaviour

Freedom from pain, injury
and disease





Factsheet – RSPCA welfare standards

The RSPCA would like all farm animals to have the five freedoms as far as possible. To help achieve this aspiration, the RSPCA has developed ‘welfare standards’, i.e. detailed lists of requirements and guidance for farmers to follow.
These ‘RSPCA welfare standards’ have been developed for chickens, ducks, turkeys, laying hens, beef and dairy cattle, sheep, pigs and farmed salmon.
The standards include large numbers of specific requirements relating to all areas of the animals’ lives, including:
· how and what type of food and water they are provided with
· the suitability of all aspects of their indoor and outdoor environments (e.g. how to make them comfortable, safe and stimulating/interesting places for the animals to live)

· how the animals’ health is safeguarded

· how the animals are managed and handled

· how the animals are transported and humanely slaughtered.

The statements on The five freedoms cards are simplified versions of some of the standards.

The full welfare standards are available to download from the RSPCA website. 
Factsheet – What do you think? (2)

[image: image5.jpg]Farm animals don’t need
to be given fresh water like
pets do.
(Freedom from hunger
and thirst)

Farm animals should not be
sent on long journeys.
(Freedom from discomfort)

Farm animals don’t
need company.
(Freedom to express normal
behaviour)

Farm animals can get
scared and unhappy.
(Freedom from fear
and distress)

Farm animals should be
allowed to move around
when they want to.
(Freedom to express normal
behaviour or Freedom from
discomfort)

Farm animals need to see
a vet if they are |ll.
(Freedom from pain, injury
and disease)

Farm animals need special
food, which helps them
grow and be healthy.
(Freedom from hunger
and thirst)

Farm animals don't
feel pain.
(Freedom from pain,
injury and disease)

Farmers don't need to treat
farm animals nicely.
(Freedom from fear

and distress)

Farm animals should be
kept in small pens and
cages to make it cheaper
for the farmer and us.
(Freedom from discomfort)





Factsheet – The five freedoms cards: Pigs
[image: image6.jpg]Farmers should treat pigs gently
and quietly so as not fo make them
scared or worried.

Pigs need to be kept with other pigs
for company and to be able to ,
explore and root (dig with their nose)
5 in the ground. '

Freedom from discomfort

Pigs need regular check-ups and
should be treated by a vet when
they are ill.

Freedom from fear and distress

Pigs must always have lots of dry
bedding, such as straw. They need
a solid floor to lie on and shade
for when it gets hot.

Pigs need to be given the right type
of food and clean water every day.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease




Factsheet – The five freedoms cards: Sheep
[image: image7.jpg]Sheepdogs need to be trained and
kept under control so the sheep do
not geft frightened by them.

Farmers need to make sure there
is enough food and clean water
for their sheep.

Freedom from discomfort

Shelters need a solid lying area with
dry bedding and enough space for
sheep to lie down comfortably. |
. Some sheep need to have their wool |
shorn once a year to keep them |

. feeli fortable.
Freedom from fear and distress | | eeling comfortable

Sheep need to be checked regularly
. fo make sure they are well and have
: not been injured. |

Sheep must be given time in
fields/pastures to graze (eat grass)
and exercise. They need to have

the company of other sheep.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease




Factsheet – The five freedoms cards: Beef Cattle

[image: image8.jpg]| Cattle are scared by loud noises and |

i sudden movement so they should be |

kept away from noisy places and |
handled slowly and gently.

People who work with cattle should
be frained fo handle them gently,
not use sticks or electric prods that
hurt them, and make sure they get
freatment for any illness or injury.

Freedom from discomfort |

Cattle need to be able to move
around when they want to and not
be fied up or kept in small spaces.

Freedom from fear and distress :

Farmers need to make sure there
is enough food and clean water
for all their cattle.

Cattle need shelter with a solid

lying area with dry bedding and

enough space for the cattle to
lie down comfortably.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease :




Factsheet – The five freedoms cards: Dairy Cattle

[image: image9.jpg]Freedom from discomfort

Freedom from fear and distress

Freedom from pain, injury and disease

Cattle are scared by loud noises and
| sudden movement so they should be |
i kept away from noisy places and |
handled slowly and gently.
Dairy cows need to be milked
twice a day.

| People who work with cattle should be |
| trained to handle them gently, not use |
| sticks or electric prods that hurt them, |
i and make sure they get freatment for |
. any illness or injury. All machinery used |
to milk cows should be clean to stop |
diseases from spreading.

Farmers need to make sure there
is enough food and clean water
for all their cattle.

Cattle need shelter with a solid
lying area with dry bedding and
enough space for them to lie down
comfortably.

Cattle need to be able to move
around when they want to and not
be tied up or kept in small spaces.




Factsheet – The five freedoms cards: Laying Hens

[image: image10.jpg]i Laying hens must be given shelters

i to hide under when they are outside, |

i in case they get scared by loud
noises or sudden movements.

Laying hens need to be checked
three times a day to make sure they
are not becoming ill and have not
been injured.

Freedom from discomfort

Laying hens should be given plenty
of food and clean water every day.

Freedom from fear and distress

Nest boxes for laying hens should |
have enough space and comfortable
i flooring. Hen houses must be big

enough to let all birds move
around easily.

Laying hens must be allowed to
peck, scratch, flap their wings and
dustbathe. They should be given
enough space and the right
surroundings to do these things.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease




Factsheet – The five freedoms cards answers: Meat chickens (broilers)
[image: image11.jpg]Chickens are scared of sudden loud

noises and unexpected movements,

so must be kept in quiet places and
handled carefully.

Chickens should be given the
right type of food and clean water
every day.

Freedom from discomfort

Indoor housing must have a clean
floor with wood shavings, which
allows the chickens to dustbathe.
They should have enough space to
flap their wings and move around.

Freedom from fear and distress

Chickens need to be checked

regularly to make sure they are

not becoming ill and have not
been injured.

Chickens must be allowed to peck,
perch, scratch, flap and dustbathe.
Chickens should also be given safe
i objects to keep them busy and to
stop them getting bored or unhappy.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease




Factsheet – The five freedoms cards answers: Pigs
[image: image12.jpg]Freedom from hunger and thirst

Pigs need fo be given the right type
of food and clean water every day.

Freedom from discomfort

Pigs must always have lots of dry
bedding, such as straw. They need
a solid floor to lie on and shade
for when it gets hot.

Freedom from fear and distress

2%

Freedom to express normal behaviour

Farmers should treat pigs gently
and quietly so as not to make them
scared or worried.

Pigs need to be kept with other pigs
for company and to be able to
explore and root (dig with their nose)
in the ground.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease

Pigs need regular check-ups and
should be freated by a vet when
they are ill.





Factsheet – The five freedoms cards answers: Sheep
[image: image13.jpg]Freedom from hunger and thirst

Farmers need to make sure there
is enough food and clean water
for their sheep.

Freedom from discomfort

Shelters need a solid lying area with
dry bedding and enough space for
sheep to lie down comfortably.
Some sheep need to have their wool
shorn once a year to keep them
feeling comfortable.

Freedom from fear and distress

2%

Freedom to express normal behaviour

Sheepdogs need to be trained and
kept under control so the sheep do
not get frightened by them.

Sheep must be given time in
fields/pastures to graze (eat grass)
and exercise. They need to have

the company of other sheep.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease

Sheep need to be checked regularly
to make sure they are well and have
not been injured.





Factsheet – The five freedoms cards answers: Beef cattle
[image: image14.jpg]Freedom from hunger and thirst

Farmers need to make sure there
is enough food and clean water
for all their cattle.

Freedom from discomfort

Cattle need shelter with a solid

lying area with dry bedding and

enough space for the cattle to
lie down comfortably.

Freedom from fear and distress

2%

Freedom to express normal behaviour

Cattle are scared by loud noises and
sudden movement so they should be
kept away from noisy places and
handled slowly and gently.

Cattle need to be able to move
around when they want to and not
be tied up or kept in small spaces.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease

People who work with cattle should
be trained to handle them gently,
not use sticks or electric prods that
hurt them, and make sure they get
tfreatment for any illness or injury.





Factsheet – The five freedoms cards answers: Dairy cattle
[image: image15.jpg]Freedom from hunger and thirst

Farmers need to make sure there
is enough food and clean water
for all their cattle.

Freedom from discomfort

Cattle need shelter with a solid
lying area with dry bedding and
enough space for them to lie down
comfortably.

Freedom from fear and distress

Cattle are scared by loud noises and
sudden movement so they should be
kept away from noisy places and
handled slowly and gently.
Dairy cows need to be milked
twice a day.

2%

Freedom to express normal behaviour

Cattle need to be able to move
around when they want to and not
be tied up or kept in small spaces.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease

People who work with cattle should be
trained to handle them gently, not use
sticks or electric prods that hurt them,
and make sure they get freatment for
any illness or injury. All machinery used
to milk cows should be clean to stop
diseases from spreading.





Factsheet – The five freedoms cards answers: Laying hens
[image: image16.jpg]Freedom from hunger and thirst

Laying hens should be given plenty
of food and clean water every day.

Freedom from discomfort

Nest boxes for laying hens should

have enough space and comfortable

flooring. Hen houses must be big
enough to let all birds move
around easily.

Freedom from fear and distress

2%

Freedom to express normal behaviour

Laying hens must be given shelters
to hide under when they are outside,
in case they get scared by loud
noises or sudden movements.

Laying hens must be allowed to
peck, scratch, flap their wings and
dustbathe. They should be given
enough space and the right
surroundings to do these things.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease

Laying hens need to be checked
three fimes a day to make sure they
are not becoming ill and have not
been injured.





Factsheet – The five freedoms cards answers: Meat chickens (broilers)
[image: image17.jpg]Freedom from hunger and thirst

Farmers need to make sure there
is enough food and clean water
for all their cattle.

Freedom from discomfort

Cattle need shelter with a solid
lying area with dry bedding and
enough space for them to lie down
comfortably.

Freedom from fear and distress

Cattle are scared by loud noises and
sudden movement so they should be
kept away from noisy places and
handled slowly and gently.
Dairy cows need to be milked
twice a day.

2%

Freedom to express normal behaviour

Cattle need to be able to move
around when they want to and not
be tied up or kept in small spaces.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease

People who work with cattle should be
trained to handle them gently, not use
sticks or electric prods that hurt them,
and make sure they get freatment for
any illness or injury. All machinery used
to milk cows should be clean to stop
diseases from spreading.





Teachers' notes – RSPCA Assured logo

RSPCA Assured is the RSPCA’s farm assurance and food-labelling scheme, dedicated to improving the lives of farm animals.
It gives consumers the option of choosing products that have come from animals that have been inspected to higher welfare standards. A trained RSPCA Assured assessor visits and completes a thorough inspection of the farms every year and RSPCA farm livestock officers carry out risk-based visits on a proportion of members every year.
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Image – Pigs
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Image – sheep
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Image – beef cattle
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Image – dairy cow
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Image – free range hens
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Image – meat chickens
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Image – RSPCA Assured assessor 
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