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You may use the below as a guide for letter writing to key decision makers. Please remember to be polite in any correspondence. 

· Find out the contact details of your MP at: www.theyworkforyou.com
· Find out about your local councillors here: http://local.direct.gov.uk/LDGRedirect/index.jsp?LGSL=358&LGIL=8 
1. Template letter to MPs
Dear  [Insert MP name here],

Time is running out for badgers.
I am dismayed to see that the government is ploughing ahead with plans to cull badgers in two pilot areas of England. Scientific studies have shown that culling would be of little help in reducing the disease and even suggest that it could make things worse in some areas. Even Defra’s own advisory body, Natural England, has said that it has little confidence in the cull delivering the predicted benefits long term.
Defra minister, Jim Paice MP, has himself admitted that vaccination is the long term approach to tackle the disease. Not only is vaccination the more sustainable and humane solution, but vaccination has already been shown to significantly reduce the prevalence and severity of disease in the badger population and could reduce the potential for transmission of TB from badgers to cattle.

I remain concerned about the impact of the culling on badger populations and am unconvinced by government reassurances. The cull could see badger populations decline by over 70% and in some areas none may survive. As culling cannot be selective, many healthy badgers will be slaughtered as ‘collateral damage’. 

All this when Defra’s own calculations indicate only a very modest drop in cattle TB levels averaging just 16% after nine and half years. 

As a member of your constituency, I urge you to forward my concerns to the Defra Secretary of State, the Rt Hon Caroline Spelman MP, and ask her to rethink the cull and follow in the Welsh Government’s footsteps, implementing a vaccination programme with increased levels of testing and improved biosecurity - more effective ways of eradicating bovineTB in cattle for good.
I leave you with the conclusion which I fully support from the Independent Scientific Group (ISG) that, ‘badger culling can make no meaningful contribution to cattle TB control in Britain.’

Yours sincerely,

[Insert name, postcode]
· Find out the contact details of your MP at: www.theyworkforyou.com
2. Template letter to Councillors (If you live in a cull area)
Dear  [Insert councillors name], 

I am sure you are aware that the government has announced a pilot cull of badgers to take place in the district and surrounding areas. As a local resident, I am deeply concerned about the many possible impacts that the proposed badger cull could have.   

The proposals are part of a package of measures aimed at controlling bovine tuberculosis (bTB) in cattle, but scientific studies have shown that culling would be of little help in reducing the disease, and could actually make things worse in some areas.  Not only that, but the cull could see badger populations decline by more than 70% and in some areas. As culling cannot be selective, many perfectly healthy badgers will be slaughtered as ‘collateral damage’, this is unacceptable. 
Defra‘s own wildlife advisory body, Natural England, who have to implement the government’s proposals, have said that they have little confidence in them delivering the predicted benefits long term. 
I urge you to make clear the councils opposition to the badger cull in this area and commits to non-participation in the killing of badgers on council owned land, by tabling a motion at the next full council meeting. 

I attach a template motion letter on badger vaccination. I would appreciate a response on this matter.

Yours sincerely, 

[insert name, postcode]

3. Template council motion
COUNCIL MOTION: PROPOSED BADGER CULL

This council notes the serious and damaging animal welfare and economic impact that Bovine TB has on the farming community in the area. This Council also notes with concern the considerable public and scientific opposition to the government’s proposals to pilot a badger cull in areas including one that covers this Council.
The Council acknowledges scientific research that highlights the short-comings in the government’s current proposals including a report by the Independent Scientific Group (ISG) that concluded that, ‘badger culling can make no meaningful contribution to cattle TB control in Britain.’
This Council recognises the strong public opposition to the cull and the arguments made by respected animal welfare organisations, such as the RSPCA, Badgers Trust, League Against Cruel Sports and Humane Society International that the current proposals would be ineffective and could eradicate 70% of badger populations. 

Furthermore this Council believes that the government would better serve the farming community by developing work on vaccinations for badgers to achieve the long-term eradicate the disease from livestock.

This Council resolves to write to Secretary of State for the Department of Environment, Farming and Rural Affairs to:

· Highlight the council’s concern about the practicalities as well as the welfare implications of the current proposed cull

· Object to the cull taking place on Council owned land

· Call on the government to seek alternative methods to tackle the problem of bTB

Proposed by:

Seconded by:

4. Template letter to editors
Our countryside will soon be littered with the bodies of badgers, if the cull of badgers goes ahead as planned in [Insert town/area]. The cull could see 70% of badgers killed and in some areas they could be wiped out completely. 
Scientific studies have shown that culling would be of little help in reducing the spread of bovineTB and even suggest that it could make matters worse in some areas. 
I applaud the Welsh Government which, using the same scientific evidence as Defra, has begun a five year vaccination programme of badgers in Wales along with improved testing and biosecurity. 
I urge local residents opposed to a cull to visit stopthecull.com and join the campaign. 
Insert Name 

City

