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Transporting dogs in cars

Under The Welfare of Animals (Transport) (England) Order 2006, and The

Welfare of Animals (Transport) (Wales) Order 2007, you must not transport an
animal in a way that causes, or is likely to cause, injury or unnecessary suffering to
that animal.

It is also important that a dog is suitably restrained in a vehicle so that it doesn’t
distract the driver or injure them if the vehicle stops quickly (UK Highway Code).
The RSPCA therefore recommends that dogs are both secure and comfortable
during transport.

There are a number of different ways in which you can restrain your dog
comfortably during transport. Travelling crates and containers are popular. When
transporting your dog in a crate or container, you should ensure that it has
enough room to sit and stand up at full height, turn around easily and lie down in ¢
natural position. You should also ensure that your dog is able to see out of the
container and that there is enough ventilation and airflow. Suitable bedding
should be placed on the floor to prevent the dog from slipping around during the
journey.

You could also consider a car harness that secures your dog by linking in with the
seat belt system. To ensure comfort and security, you should make sure that you
measure your dog correctly and buy a harness of the right size. Always follow the
instructions and ensure that you fit the harness correctly.

OTHER POSSIBLE LINKS:
e Dog welfare needs
e Dogs die in hot cars

Links to the web pages of other organisations are provided for additional information only and do

not imply any endorsement by the RSPCA of those organisations or of any content on the
website.

This pet care sheet has been produced by the RSPCA Companion Animals Department
(CAD/04.02.14). This leaflet is provided for general information only and is not intended to be
relied upon as specific advice. Whilst we try to ensure that the information is correct, we cannot
accept any responsibility for the accuracy of the information, nor for any reliance on or use of the
leaflet.

RSPCA, Wilberforce Way, Southwater, Horsham, West Sussex RH13 9RS www.rspca.org.uk



http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fuksi%2F2006%2F3260%2Fcontents%2Fmade&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE66o3ah8wNFIM5xuY16pqgE0dfdQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rspca.org.uk%2Fadviceandwelfare%2Fpets%2Fdogs&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGd1pPHxhB9DayFhiojvaQ73rkHvA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rspca.org.uk%2Fadviceandwelfare%2Fpets%2Fdogs%2Fhealth%2Fdogsinhotcars&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFm5O6PtG63NKbj1lgtSkA4-uhoxg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rspca.org.uk&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHYyb5zxGiAJycJ1WfYqKVYaru_Sg

