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RSPCA Mouse Care Advice 

RSPCA COMPANION ANIMALS PET CARE FACTSHEET 

CAGE CLEANING 

 
MAKE SURE THEIR CAGE IS CLEAN WITH DRY BEDDING AND NESTING MATERIAL.  
IT IS IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN A BALANCE BETWEEN GOOD HEALTH AND 
AVOIDING EXCESSIVE DISTRURBANCE AND STRESS 
 

 
• Cleaning the cage once a week is usually suitable but monitoring of the 

mice and their cage is necessary to make sure that the cleaning regime 
you choose is suitable for your mice. 

• For most mouse groups, you should thoroughly clean the cage (including 
washing the cage base and shelters), replace all bedding material with 
new, clean material, and transfer any clean, dry, unsoiled nesting material 
from old cage to new (adding fresh nesting material if necessary). 

• However if aggression is high within the social group, everything in the 
cage including nesting material and enrichments should be changed and 
the cage completely cleaned and washed (to remove any scent marks 
that might otherwise lead to aggressive territorial behaviour). 

• Avoid transferring odours or objects between different cages of mice. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This pet care sheet has been produced by the RSPCA Companion Animals Department (V1 CAD/KW 
17.07.10).  This leaflet is provided for general information only and is not intended to be relied upon as  
specific advice. Whilst we try to ensure that the information is correct, we cannot accept any  
responsibility for the accuracy of the information, nor for any reliance on or use of the leaflet. 


