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Lobbying Guide


WHY LOBBY?
Your individual effort can accomplish a measurable difference in animal welfare.  In the past letter writing campaigns have had a tremendous impact.  For example, after thousands of letters were sent to governments, officials in Pakistan began to enforce anti cruelty laws to fight bear- baiting, and in Taiwan, the nation’s first animal welfare law was passed. 
Writing to your MP is very effective.  Often an MP will raise the issue with the appropriate Minister, who is obliged to reply and publicly justify their policy position.  In this way, both MPs and Ministers gain an appreciation of how strong the support for a campaign is through the volume of correspondence received. 

Likewise, communication directly to the President and Embassy publicly makes clear the level of opposition to cruelty to animals.  The pressure can embarrass the government into taking action to stop the cruelty.
Expressing your view to your local radio station or newspaper is a method of reaching a large audience and raising public awareness of cruelty issues.  If public interest and awareness can be increases it intensifies the pressure on the government. 
LOBBYING TIPS
· Be polite and concise 
· Ensure the information you provide is factually accurate
· State clearly the action you want taken
· Stick to one issue to avoid over burdening or confusing the receiver
· Make sure you include your name, address and telephone number in any correspondence

· Write in your own individual style, as personalised communications have more impact than standardised responses























· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
