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Cows without water

Itis another hot summer’s day. You notice o group of cows standing next to an
empty water frough. They are clearly looking for water, but there’s none inthe
trough. and no pond or sfream nearby. What could you do?





	Facilitation guide





Taking responsibility


FOCUS: Who is responsible for ensuring animals’ needs are met?

TYPE: Visual and auditory




NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: You can run these activities with just one person, or in a small group.

HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE:
The activity will take 15 to 30 minutes.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Activity sheets


Facilitators notes
Taking responsibility






Taking control



Aims and objectives

· This activity is just one part of a range of resources addressing the needs of young people who have been involved, or who are at risk of being involved, in cruelty to animals. Our online assessment tool Developing a suitable intervention programme (Word 17KB) will help you create individualised intervention programmes from these resources.

· In this activity, young people are asked what society would expect them to do if they came across animals that were not theirs, but were obviously suffering.


· Young people will develop:


1. the understanding that society expects us to care for and help not only our own animals, but also any that do not belong to us, or any wild animals that are in need

2. knowledge about what to do in situations similar to those in the scenarios

3. empathy with wild and farm animals.

What to do
· Look at the pictures and stories in the activity sheet Taking responsibility. Take care when choosing which pictures to look at – they may be distressing for some young people.

· Ask the young person the following questions.

1. What would you do if you found an animal or animals suffering like that?

2. Could you help them?

3. How do you think you could help?

· Read the facilitators’ notes Taking control. Explain that every year the RSPCA National Control Centre gets thousands of calls from the public, asking for advice on how to help trapped, injured or sick wild or farm animals.

· Ask the young person the following questions.

1. Could you imagine yourself ringing the RSPCA for advice on how to help an animal?

2. How do you think it would make you feel if you managed to help this/these animals?

3. It is fairly common for people to go out of their way to help animals that are not, strictly speaking, their responsibility. Why do you think that is? What do they get out of it?

4. What do you think other people would think about you if you helped these animals?

5. Do wild animals count for less because they don’t have an owner? Would they be able to feel the same amount of pain and fear as any other animal?

6. Do farm animals feel pain like other animals? Does it matter if they’re going to be killed for meat in the end anyway?

· Try to lead the young person to an understanding that most of society values all animals and does not like to think of animals suffering. Even if an animal will be killed for food production eventually, the RSPCA and a large section of the public thinks this is no reason for them to suffer throughout their lives. Scientists agree that ALL vertebrates feel pain and, more importantly, suffer. There is increasing evidence that invertebrates, such as crab and squid do too.

· We have also developed three interactive activities - Was it cruel?, Consequences and Triggers - that help young people think through what happens when people are cruel to animals (see right). However, before you attempt to use these, we suggest that you explore some of the activities in the other sections - What is animal cruelty?, What triggers animals cruelty and how it can be avoided, Consequences of cruelty to animals and The incident.

Activity sheet – Taking responsibility (1)
[image: image4.jpg]Taking responsibility (2)

Owl trapped by fishing line

An owl has got entangled in some fishing line. It is wrapped tightly
around its wing. and the line has got caught in a free of the edge of
a lake. It is frapped and if looks like it is in pain. What could you do?
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Activity sheet – Taking responsibility (2)

Facilitators’ notes – Taking control
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Taking control

The RSPCA’s National Control Centre (NCC) can give advice to people who want
to help animals in frouble. It also tells our officers when an incident of cruelty has
been reported.

Here is the advice the NCC would give someone who has called about the two
situations in the activity sheet Taking responsibility.

Cows without water

e Don't gointo the field, as you could be frespassing.

e |[fthe cows are not in obvious distress they could have just been without water
for a short time - the farmer could be on his or her way to them. Farmers should
check their livestock at least once every 24 hours, so perhaps you could go
back and see whether things have changed the following day.

e [fthey still have no water, take a note of the identification number on the tfag
on the cows’ ears and contact the Department of Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs (DEFRA) helpline on 08459 33 55 77. DEFRA will be able to identify
the owner from the ID number and get in confact with them quickly o tell
them what the problem is.

e [fyou think the cows are obviously sick or injured, call the RSPCA helpline on
0300 1234 999 and give as much detail as you can about where the cows are
and what seems to be wrong. If it sounds like there’s a problem, we will send
officers out to investigate.

Owl frapped by fishing line

e Don’ttry fo untangle the line yourself, however easy a task it might seem. Owls
can be aggressive and dangerous, and most would be scared in this situation.
Instead, contact the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999 to report the problem as a
matter of urgency.

e An RSPCA officer will need to attend, as they have the specialist equipment
necessary to free the owl.

e [fthe owlisinjured and needs some long-term care, the officer will take it to a
wildlife hospital run by the RSPCA or a similar type of organisation, so that it can
be cared for until it is fit fo be released back into the wild.
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