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	Facilitation guide





What would an RSPCA officer do?

FOCUS: Consequences of cruelty to animals
TYPE: Visual and auditory 




NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: You can run these activities with just one person, or in a small group.
HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE:
Each activity will take 10 minutes to discuss and 10-15 minutes to complete.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Fact sheets





Activity sheets
RSPCA officers





What would you do?










What would an RSPCA officer say?
Facilitators’ notes

What would you do? (answers)
Cruelty to animals – how the law works

What would an RSPCA officer say?

What would an RSPCA officer do?




Aims and objectives

· This activity is just one part of a range of resources addressing the needs of young people who have been involved, or who are at risk of being involved, in cruelty to animals. Our online assessment tool Developing a suitable intervention programme (Word 17KB) will help you create individualised intervention programmes from these resources.

This activity builds on the scenarios introduced in the activity Be an RSPCA officer in the section Who is responsible? Young people now get the opportunity to discover what sorts of legal consequences there can be if you are cruel to animals, whether it is intentional or not.

· They will:


1. develop the understanding that cruelty to animals has a negative impact on more than just the animals involved

2. gain a better understanding of some of the possible legal consequences for anyone who is cruel to animals.

What to do

· Using the activity sheet What would you do?, look at each scenario in turn and ask these questions:


1. Has somebody broken the law?

2. What would the RSPCA officer do?

3. What sanctions or punishment do you think the person who broke the law might face?


· Use the facilitator’s notes What would you do? to guide your discussion.


· Using the facilitators’ notes Cruelty to animals – how the law works, lead the young 
person towards an understanding of the penalties that can be faced by anyone who is cruel to animals, whether it was intentional or not.


· You can see what an RSPCA officer would do in each situation in the facilitators’ notes What would an RSPCA officer do?


Extension activities
· Read through the scenarios about the trapped fox and/or the young people throwing stones at swans in the activity sheet What would an RSPCA officer say?

1. Does the young person think any laws may have been broken here?

2. How do they think an RSPCA officer might investigate this?

3. Discuss suggestions and check the factsheet RSPCA officers.

· The laws relating to hunting or trapping wild animals are quite confusing. Ask the young person to think of or write down three types of hunting they think are legal, and three they think are not. Try to research this together, to find out what the laws actually are. Many young people might not realise, for example, that lamping – using high-powered lights to hunt nocturnal animals – is only allowed under strict conditions, while badger baiting – where badgers are forced to fight dogs – is always illegal.


· The facilitators’ notes What would an RSPCA officer say? will give you information about the legal issues in the fox and the swan stories.


· You must do the activity Be an RSPCA officer in the section Who is responsible? before doing this one.


· Please note: the versions of the Wildlife and Countryside Act and Wild Mammals (Protection) Act referred to in the Useful websites tab may not be completely up-to-date.


· To complement the ideas in this session, we have developed three interactive activities - Was it cruel?, Consequences and Triggers - that help young people think through what happens when people are cruel to animals. To access each of them, click on the titles, right.

Useful websites
Defra – Animal welfare Act
Wildlife and countryside Act
Wild Mammals (Protection) Act
Activity sheet – What would you do? (1)
[image: image1.jpg]What would you do? (1)

You are an RSPCA officer, and
you find a rabbit in o very small,
dirty hutch, with no warter in its
water boftle. The huteh has not
been cleaned out for a long time
and the rabbif looks thin. What
would you put in your notes?

RSPCA officer’s notes

Animal being inspected:

(Please put a ring around the right answer)

Type of animal: Pet Wild Farm

1. Isit hungry or thirsty? Yes [/ No
2. lsit uncomfortable, or are there any hozards nearby? Yes [/ No
3. lsif hurt? Yes / No
4. Canit behave normally? Yes [/ No
5. Isit scared or upsef? Yes [/ No

RSPCA officer’s advice:





Activity sheet – What would you do?[image: image9.jpg]What would you do? (2)

‘You are an RSPCA officer and you spof o
dog with a 16 year old. The dog has lost o lof
of hair and keeps scratching and biting af
its neck. It is infested with fleas and is losing
its fur because of it What would you put in
your notes?

RSPCA officer's notes

Animal being inspected:

(Please put a ring around the right answer)

Type of animal: Pet Wild Farm

1. Isit hungry or thirsty? Yes [/ No
2. Isit uncomfortable, or are there any hozards nearby? Yes [/ No
3. Isif hurt? Yes / No
4. Canit behave normally? Yes [/ No
5. Isit scared or upsef? Yes [/ No

RSPCA officer’s advice:




 (2)
Activity sheet – What would an RSPCA officer say? (1)
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What would an RSPCA officer say? (1)

A snared fox

A foxis found caught in a snare, which is slowly sfrangling if.





Activity sheet – What would an RSPCA officer say? (2)
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Throwing stones at swans

A group of 13 year olds are throwing stones af some swans, One of the swans is
dlready injured





Fact sheet – RSPCA officers
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Facilitators’ notes – What would you do? (answers)
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What would you do? (answers)

While doing this activity with a young person, it is important to keep referring to
who they feel is responsible for this situation. Below are some of the conclusions we
hope the young person will come to, or that you will guide them to form.

The rabbit in the dirty hutch
The owner of the rabbit is responsible for its welfare. However, if the owner is under
16, his or her parents or guardian will be held legally responsible for its welfare.

What our officer said

*| ' would advise the owner to clean out the hutch immediately and ensure that
the rabbit always has enough food and fresh water. | would tell the owner how

to avoid their rabbit getting flystrike, which is when flies lay their eggs in the skin of
the rabbits — something that has an increased chance of happening if the rabbit
is kept in a dirty environment, especially in summer. | would also advise the owners
about getfting a secure run for the rabbit, so that it isn’t always kept in such a small
space. | would leave the owner with a leaflet on good rabbit care.”

The dog with fleas

The owner of the dog is legally responsible for its welfare, and that includes taking
the dog to the vets when it is ill. Having fleas is something that can make a dog
quite ill when it is infested, especially if the dog has an allergy to fleas. It is the
owner’s responsibility to get help for his or her dog if it is struggling to get rid of fleas.

What our officer said

“| would advise this person to take their dog to the vets very quickly and get
advice and help from there. Shop-bought products for fleas are not as strong as
vet ones. If they are worried about the cost of a vet, then | would advise them
to go to the PDSA as they will treat animals for free, or just ask for a contribution,
when the owners are not working or are on a low income.”





Facilitators’ notes – Cruelty to animals – how the law works

[image: image5.jpg]Cruelty to animals —
how the law works

Most people convicted of cruelty to animals are fried under the laws in the Animall
Welfare Act. These are the sorts of senfences you can be given under the Act.

The maximum fine is £20,000.

You can also be ordered fo pay court costs, which may be many thousands
of pounds.

e Disqudlification orders can be given, where you are banned from keeping
all animals or a particular type of animal. This can be for as little as six months,
or as much as the rest of your life.

e You could also have any animals you own taken from you under a
deprivation order.

e Curfews can be imposed, where you are prevented from going to certain
places at certain times of day.

You can be told to do community service.
You can get up fo six months in prison.
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Many wild animals are also protected under other legislation, such as the
Wildlife and Countryside Act.





Facilitators’ notes – What would an RSPCA officer say? (answers)
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What would an RSPCA officer say?
(answers)

Here are some comments made by RSPCA officers about how they'd tackle the
two situations in the activity sheet What would an RSPCA officer say?

Snared fox

“Not all snares are illegal, but it is illegal to put a non-free-running snare high
enough up to catch an animal like a fox. Using a legal snare illegally like this can
carry a stiff penalty, offen a prison sentence. So | would do all | could to find out
who had set this snare.”

Throwing stones at swans

“I' would fry to find withesses who knew and could identify the young people
involved. | would then talk fo the young people and their parents at home about
what happened. I'd also contact their school to see if teachers could raise
awareness about why this is wrong. If this was a first offence | would fry to educate
the young people involved, rather than prosecuting them at this stage. However,
swans are protected by law. If the young people were any older, criminal
proceedings would be brought against them. We would use something called
Joint concern which means that everyone there is jointly responsible for the act of
cruelty, whether it was their particular stone that hit the swan or not.”





Facilitators’ notes – What would an RSPCA officer do?
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What would an RSPCA officer do?

This is what an RSPCA officer said about how she’d tackle the two scenarios in the
activity sheet What would you do?

The rabbit in the dirty hutch

" Affer advising the owner to clean the rabbit out immediately and telling them
how to care for the rabbit, | would write down exactly what they needed to do
and give them a date for everything on the list to be done by. On that date,

[ would then come back and check that the rabbit was now living in better
conditions. If it was, | would probably only do a couple of spot checks over the
next few months to make sure the better standard of care was still happening. If
the rabbit was noft living in better conditions, | would advise the owners that, as
they don't appear to have the time or the inclination to look after it properly, they
should hand it over to the RSPCA for us to find it a new home. If they were not
keen fo do that, we could be looking atf possibly taking them to court, and having
the police assist us in taking the animal intfo one of our centres to be looked after
while the case is brought fo court.

[t is an offence under the Animal Welfare Act to not provide suitable shelter and
living conditions for any animal you own or are responsible for. | would expect that
in this case the owners would get a fine and possibly be banned from keeping
rabbits or all pets for a number of years, depending on how much it was felt that
the rabbit had suffered as a result of the poor conditions in which it was kept.”

The dog with fleas

“It is an owner’s legal responsibility to make sure their pet does noft suffer
unnecessarily. The condition this dog has is easily tfreatable. | would advise the
owner to take his dog to the vets, but if he did not, he would probably have the
dog taken from him and be charged with cruelty to animals under the Animal
Welfare Act, which states that it isillegal to cause unnecessary suffering. By

not treating the dog when it is clearly infested with fleas, the owner could be
convicted of causing unnecessary suffering. His sentence would depend on how
much the court felf the dog had suffered, but punishments could range from fines
and community service, to a deprivation order where all his pets could be taken
away, and a lifetime ban on keeping all animals or certain animals. The maximum
fine for each individual offence under this Act is £20,000, so if two dogs were to
suffer greatly, someone could be fined £40,000.”
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