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	Assembly





Baby animals
COUNTRY: England and Wales


KEY STAGE: 1 and 2




Focus: Life cycles
This lesson provides an assembly topic suitable for Key Stage 1 and 2 pupils in spring and early summer.
Curriculum objectives
Pupils should learn:
· that all animals should be treated with respect

· that humans have a responsibility to ensure the well-being of animals.

Animal welfare objectives
Pupils should learn:
· that wild baby animals need special care from their parents

· to appreciate that human intervention can do more harm than good

· to know that the best way to help a baby animal is to leave it alone unless it is hurt or in danger.

Learning outcomes
At the end of this lesson:
· most pupils: begin to appreciate the ways in which humans have a responsibility towards all animals

· some pupils have not made so much progress and: will know that we have a responsibility towards animals

· some pupils have progressed further and: begin to appreciate the ways in which humans have a responsibility towards all animals and know how to help protect wild animals.

Starter activity
Opening
· How do our parents or carers look after us?

· Many wild animals are born in the spring and summer and need special care from their parents who provide food, warmth, protection and also play with them.

· Have the pupils seen any baby animals? In spring and early summer, the RSPCA receives many calls about baby animals.

Learning styles: auditory.
Main activity
Role play
· Show the large bird soft toy.

· Explain that:

1. Birds build nests to lay eggs in. (Show the nest with the egg and the baby bird soft toy hidden inside.)

2. Birds lay eggs in the nest (show the egg) and keep them warm until they hatch. When the babies leave the nest they are called fledglings. (Show the baby bird leaving the nest.)

3. Fledglings can't fly so people sometimes think that they have been abandoned. A passer-by (played by a pupil) hears the fledgling chirping, picks it up and takes it home to look after it. (Pupil takes the soft toy baby bird.) They don't realise that the parent is nearby waiting for them to go. It sees its baby being taken away.

· How does the fledgling feel having been taken away from its parents? How would you feel?

Story / critical incident
· Use the teachers' notes Decisions, decisions... to tell the story about a fledgling.

Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic. 
Plenary activity
Reflection
· Part of being helpful to animals is remembering what you need to do and who can help. Before you touch or pick up a baby animal, stop and think! The parents may be close by waiting for you to go.

· Leave it alone for two hours. It will usually be gone when you return, but if you can see that an animal is hurt or sick, ask an adult to call the RSPCA.

EITHER: Stop and think
· Retell the story and ask the pupils to shout 'Stop and think!' when the baby bird is in danger of being removed from its parents.

OR: Don't hurt it. Please leave it alone
· Read the poem on the activity sheet Don't hurt it. Please leave it alone. Pupils join in the last line of each verse.

Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic.
Extension activities
Leave it alone
Ask the pupils to adapt the story of the fledgling to focus on frogs and frogspawn.
What you need
Equipment
· Soft toys: baby bird and large bird

· A pretend egg and a basket or scrunched-up brown paper for a nest

· Alternatively, make simple cut-outs of a baby bird, parent bird, eggs and nest as shadow puppets for the overhead projector

Activity sheets (see Downloads tab)
· Don't hurt it. Please leave it alone
Teachers' notes (see Downloads tab)
· Decisions, decisions...  
Did you know? 
· Each year, between April and July, approximately 20,000 baby birds are passed to the RSPCA.

· Nestlings - very young birds with a limited number of feathers - are entirely dependent on the security of both their parents and the nest. Unlike fledglings, if they are found out of the nest they will struggle to survive.

Vocabulary 
bird
egg
fledgling
food
growing up
hatch
nest
parent
rescue
stop
think 
Useful websites
RSPCA - All about animals - Wildlife
Teachers’ Notes – Decisions, decisions…
Make sure that pupils are aware of and understand the facts about fledglings in the Did you know? section.
Suggested uses

· Read the following story aloud. At the What would you do? points, ask the pupils for their ideas.
· Pupils create a piece of drama that illustrates the story. This could be a role play or tableau sequence with a narrator who reads the story parallel with the tableaux. At the What would you do? points, the performance freezes. This is a signal to members of the audience to explain what they would do at that point.
· Pupils create a display that incorporates the story and highlights what the characters should have done at the What would you do? points.
‘Decisions, decisions…’

Chloe and Callum were so excited that they could hardly sit still. They were waiting on their doorstep for Jasmine and her dad to arrive so that they could all go to the park. This was the first really fine day of the spring so far. Tired of being stuck inside with nothing but the television to keep them occupied, they were all looking forward to visiting the new playground in the park.
Jasmine eventually turned up with her dad and they walked the short distance to the park gates. Once inside, they rushed down the long grove of old sun-dappled beech trees that led to the new playground. There were lots of people around, walking dogs.
“Hold on a minute!” Chloe called out as she stopped suddenly. “There’s something moving around at the bottom of that tree,” she said, pointing at the ground near the closest beech tree, right next to the busy path. There was something very small rustling around. They were all curious so they went over to investigate and found a baby bird, a fledgling.

What would you do?

“Oh! It must have got lost,” said Callum.

“Or fallen out of its nest, it’s just a baby,” said Jasmine’s dad.

Jasmine knelt down and looked carefully at the fledgling. It looked so helpless and in need of protection that she reached out to pick it up. The fledgling couldn’t fly but it tried to hop away from the hands that were reaching out towards it. Jasmine easily cornered the fledgling and held it up in her cupped hands.
“We ought to take it home and look after it,” she said. “I wonder what baby birds eat?”
“We can find out from Mr Smith next door, he has a budgie,” said Jasmine’s dad.

“And last spring, David – who’s in my class at school – said that his cat brought a live baby bird home. They saved it from the cat, put it in a shoe box and looked after it,” said Chloe.

“What happened to it?” asked Jasmine.

“Well, it didn’t eat any of the food they left out for it and it died after two days,” Chloe answered.

They looked thoughtfully at the fledgling in Jasmine’s hands. It seemed to have gone to sleep.
What would you do?

On the way home, they met one of Jasmine’s neighbours, Mrs Khan.

“What have you got there?” she asked.

Jasmine showed her the fledgling.

“Oh no,” Mrs Khan gasped, “You mustn’t take it away from where you found it. Its mother will be looking out for it.”

“What shall we do?” Jasmine asked her dad.

What would you do?

“Well, we’re nearly home now,” said Jasmine’s dad. “Besides, the bird will be safer with us because someone could easily step on it if we took it back. We’ll call the vet first thing tomorrow morning and find out what to do.”

Mrs. Khan shook her head and walked away.

Once at home, Jasmine put the fledgling into a cardboard box with a warm hot water bottle covered in a towel and a saucer of water. By now it was nearly teatime, but after tea Jasmine went to check on the fledgling. It hadn’t moved at all – its eyes were still closed but it was breathing.

At bedtime the box was left downstairs.

When they came down in the morning, the fledgling was lying on its side.

Jasmine’s dad put his hand in and brought the bird out. It was still and cold.

“It must have died during the night,” he said.

How could this outcome have been avoided?

Repeat paragraph 1, then ask pupils to talk about or write a positive ending.
Activity Sheet – Don't hurt it. Please leave it alone.
A curious young fledgling from Colne

Fell out of its nest, not full-grown.

As humans were there,

It chirped in despair:

‘Don’t hurt me. Please leave me alone’.

The fledgling was cooled by the breeze.

The parent birds watched from the trees.

As people went by,

They chirped out their cry:

‘Don’t hurt it. Please leave it alone’.

With mother and father nearby

Providing fresh food – worm and fly,

The young creature grew,

Birdwatchers said too:

‘Don’t hurt it. Please leave it alone’.

Concerned for the young little bird,

A man picked it up – how absurd!

He thought – ‘It can’t fly’.

We know why, and reply:

‘Don’t hurt it. Please leave it alone’.

When sighting a fledgling close by,

Don’t be like the man – just pass by.

Its parents are near

And thinking in fear:

‘Don’t hurt it. Please leave it alone’.
	RSPCA ASSEMBLY created March 2014
We have created this document for use by teachers in England and Wales for the purpose of incorporating animal welfare into their curriculum. All details are correct at the time of creation. The RSPCA accepts no responsibility for any changes made to the content, appearance, or layout of the original document by third parties and any such changes made at the risk of affecting the validity of the document. If you choose to circulate or promote all or part of this document please credit the RSPCA accordingly
	Page 1 of 6


	RSPCA ASSEMBLY created March 2014
	Page 6 of 6



