	
	Lesson plan




Campaigning for animal welfare
COUNTRY: England					KEY STAGE: 3
CURRICULUM SUBJECT				AREA OF FOCUS
Citizenship						Animals and the law
English
Media studies


In this lesson (or lessons) students plan and/or carry out a campaign on an animal welfare issue. 
Starter activity
What makes a campaign?
· Show students a selection of RSPCA campaign posters. Ask them what aspects of the posters they think are effective.
· Explain to students that they are going to develop their own animal welfare campaign. Discuss any campaigns they already know about. Explain that the Animal Welfare Act 2006 came about as a result of campaigning groups such as the RSPCA.
· Give each group of students the worksheets Campaign poster (1-4) and ask them to create appropriate slogans or headings for each poster?
Learning styles: visual, auditory.
Main activity
The campaign journey
· Groups decide on an issue for their campaign - they can use the RSPCA Campaigns website (hyperlink / useful websites tab). 
· The students need to decide on their target audience. They play Who do we need to influence?  in groups of five and then decide which of those people they could try to influence with their campaign.
· Groups plan their campaign, using the first few steps on the worksheet Campaign journey.
· Groups have some time to research and produce the materials for their campaign.
· At the end of the research and production period, groups present their campaigns to the class. (Further time could be given in class or for the school council to carry the campaigns into action.)
Learning styles: visual, auditory.

Plenary activity
How did we do?
· The students could assess their classmates’ presentations and campaigns using the Campaign evaluation sheet.
· Conduct a class vote on which campaign was most effective.
Learning styles: auditory, kinaesthetic.
Assessment
Student presentations can be assessed by the teacher, alongside peer evaluation.
Extension activities
Students become active campaigners (see The Den section of the RSPCA website).
For tips and advice on writing to politicians, you can order the leaflet Make every word count! from the Publications section of the RSPCA website (see Useful websites tab). 
Display
Information on the different pressure groups.  
What you need
Equipment
· Internet access
· Equipment for the students’ chosen media for presenting
Worksheets (see Downloads tab)
· Pets and the law quiz
· Who do we need to influence? 
· Campaign journey
Images (see Downloads tab and Images collection) 
· RSPCA campaign posters
· Campaign poster (1-4)
Factsheets (see Downloads tab)
· The Animal Welfare Act 2006
Teachers' notes (see Downloads tab)
· The Animal Welfare Act 2006
· Who do we need to influence?
Did you know? 
· The Animal Welfare Act 2006 came about as a result of campaigning by animal welfare groups such as the RSPCA. It will change the lives of millions of animals. Read more about it on the Defra website and in the Animal Welfare Act 2006 teachers' notes..
Curriculum objectives
Students should learn:
· to consider the effectiveness of different types of media for different audiences
· to consider the part people play in creating social pressure and the role of public opinion in influencing government agendas.
Animal welfare objectives
Students should learn:
· to research and understand an animal welfare issue
· who influences the way animals are treated.
Learning outcomes
At the end of this lesson:
· most students: evaluate how media sources inform and affect our understanding of an issue. They consider and explain views that are not necessarily their own
· some students have not made so much progress and: use some media sources to find out about an issue. They understand that other people have different points of view
· some students have progressed further and: are able to evaluate a range of media sources and recognise how media presentation affects our understanding and opinions on an issue.

Vocabulary
welfare
campaign
politician
consumer
influence
petition
MP
constituents
evaluation

Downloads
Campaign journey
Campaign poster 1-5
Pets and the law - Quiz
Pets and the law quiz - answers
RSPCA campaign posters
The Animal Welfare Act 2006 TN
The Animal Welfare Act 2006 FS
Who do we need to influence
Who do we need to influence 1-5

Useful websites
RSPCA - Publications
RSPCA - The Den
RSPCA - Campaigns
Animal Aid
Animal Concerns - Community
BUAV - The British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection
Compassion in World Farming - Education	
Defra - Animal Welfare Act
Defra - Protecting pets from cruelty
IFAW - International Fund for Animal Welfare
PETA UK - People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
WWF - The World Wide Fund for Nature
WSPA - World Society for the Protection of Animals
Write To Them
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Campaign poster 1
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Campaign poster 3
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Campaign poster 4
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Pets and the law quiz

Circle one answer for each question:

1. You can legally own a pet from the age of 10.

2. Ifyou are looking affer someone else’s pet,
you are not legally responsible.

3. lisilegal fo keep your cat inside all the fime.

4. Itis against the law to buy and sell
endangered species.

5. Bylaw, you must fake your animal fo the
vet at least once a year.

6. Pet birds do not need fo be able to fly
in their cages.

7. Dog fighting i legal as long as you have
alicence.

8. ltisilegal to keep arabbit in a hutch if it
can't sit up on its back legs.

9. Itisillegal fo give an animal as a prize
to a child.

10, Itisillegal to allow animals used in
experiments fo suffer.

True/False

True/False

True/False

True/False

True/False

True/False

True/False

True/False

True/False

True/False
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Pets and the law quiz (answers)

1. You can legally own a pet from the age of 10,
False - under the Animal Welicre Act 2006, you can only legally own @ pet
from the age of 16.

2.If you are looking affer someone else’s pet, you are not legally responsible.
False - if you are temporarily in charge of an animal, you have a legal
responsibilty for it. However, if you are under 16, your parent or guardian is
legally responsible for the animal.

3. Itis flegal fo keep your cat inside all the fime.
False - fhis is not illegal. as long os fhe animal's needs are being met and the
catis nof showing signs of distress as a resulf of being confined. Most cafs like
1o go outdoors but if the cat is able fo express normal behaviour and has
enough room fo move around indoors, then it is OK fo keep it inside.

4.1ts against the law fo buy and sell endangered species.
True - there are Customs and Excise regulations that prevent endangered
species being imported. In the UK it is ilegal o trade in certain endangered
species.

5. By law, you must take your animal fo the vet af least once a year.
False - under the Animal Welfcre Act 2006, as long as your animal is not
suffering you do nof need fo fake it fo the ver regularly.

6. Pet birds do not need fo be able fo fly in their cages.
True — it depends on the size of the bird and the size of the cage, and
whether the bird's needs are being met inside the cage. It is only @ legal
requirement that birds kept in caplivity have enough room (in all directions)
to stretch their wings freely.

7. Dog fighting is legal as long as you have a licence.
False - all animal fighting is flegal. This includes fraining an animal fo fight and
being present af a fight.

8. It is ilegal fo keep a rabbit in a hutch if it can't sit up on ifs back legs.
True — the Animal Welfare Act 2006 states fhat animals should be able fo
isplay natural behaviour. For rabbits, this includes being able to sit up.

9. It is illegal to give an animal as a prize to a child.
False — however, under |65 must be accompanied by an adult who must
agree to accept Ihe prize.

10. It is illegal to allow animals used in experiments to suffer.
False - there is no law specifically related to the suffering of animals
used in research. However, all uses of animals in research must be licensed
under the Animals (Scienfific Procedures) Act 1986, which imposes strict
conditions.
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Is your pet frightened
by fireworks?
Don't ignore the problem.
Ask your vet for advice.
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CAN YOU OFFER A NEW HOME
TO AN ANIMAL IN NEED?

Many of the animals in our care have had a
tough time. For them, you wil be offering more
than just a new home — you'll be giving them

a second chance in life.

We're looking for homes for:
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The Animal Welfare Act 2006 (1)

The Animal Welfare Act 2006 only applies to vertebrate, non-human animals (e.g
mammais, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish).

The categories of animals protected by the Act depend on the offence in question

Protected animals are those that are:

e commonly domesticated In the Brifish Islands (e.g. dogs and cafs, including
feral cats and stray dogs), or

® under the control of man, whether on a permanent basis (e.g. wild animals in
circuses and 200s) or a temporary basis (e.g. animals caught in fraps), or

o notliving in @ wild state (e.g. animals that escape from capiivify but cannot be
described as living in @ wild state because they are non-native to the Brifsh Isionds).

The Act does not apply fo invertebrates (e.g. insects, shellsh, octopuses andt
snalls). foetal or embryonic animals, wild animals (that do not fall within the
definition of protected animal) and research animais that are regulated by the
Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986

The Act does not apply to the sea, only to inland waters (river, strearns, lakes) and
estuaries. The Act does not affect legal hunting (i.e. frail hunting). shooting and
sea fishing, and does not apply o angling.

The offences in the Act are divided into two broad categories - the promotion of
animal welfare and the prevention of harm to animals.

The owner of on animalis always considered fo be legally ‘responsible’ for the:
animal’s welfare. But legal responsibility may aiso include the person who is in
charge of an animal, even temporariy. If an animal is looked after by a child
under 16, the person who has the care and control of the child (e.g. parent/
guardian) is treated as responsible for the animal.

The promotion of animal welfare

Duty of care

A person commits an offence If he/she does not take reasonable steps o ensure
that the needs of an animal for which he/she is responsible are met (the “duty of
care’) in line with good practice

N it m b e oot i s iin B i e
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The Animal Welfare Act 2006 (2)

The Act defines an animal's needs as including

@) its need for a suitable environment
b) its need for a suitoble diet

©) its need to be able to exhibit normal behaviour patterns

d) ony need it has fo be housed with, or apart from, other animals, and
@) itsneed to be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease.

Selling animals fo persons under 16

Itis ilegal to sell an animal to any person whom you have reasonable cause fo
believe to be under 16. This includes fransferring or agreeing to transfer ownership
of on animal (e.g. giving an unwonted pet to someone under 16).

Offering a person under 16 the chance to win an animal as a prize

Generally. it s an offence to offer a person under 16, who Is not accompanied by
an adult, an animal as a prize.

The prevention of harm to animals

Unnecessary suffering

There are two separate offences:

1. fo cause unnecessary suffering to a protected animal by an act (e.g. kicking
a dog) o failure to act (e.g. o provide veterinary freatment)

2. to permit unnecessary suffering to an animal for which that person is
tesponsible, which has been caused by another person (e.g. allowing
someone to neglect a pet by not feeding if).

Mutilation

Mutilation, i.e. interference with the sensitive tissues or bone structure of

protected animals is banned unless:

o itis necessary for the animal’s medical freatment, or

o itis a procedure specifically allowed by regulations because it is performed in
the animal’s long-term welfare interest or it is on accepted method of animal
management, e.g. on farm,

education

pariners i ladrkii P

B(




image13.jpeg
The Animal Welfare Act 2006 (3)

Docking of dogs' fails

It is ilegal to dock a dog's tail unless this is required for the purpose of its medical
treatment or fhe dog is a certified working dog of a certain breed or breed
type (as specified by secondary legislation) and is not more than five days old.
Different exceptions apply fo dogs in England and Wales

The showing of dogs with docked tails is dlso restricted. It is an offence fo show a
dog whose tall has been wholly or partially removed on or affer 28 March 2007
(Wales) or 6 Aprl 2007 (England) ot an event that people pay money to watch
However, it is not illegal if the dog s a cerfified working dog and Is shown only for
the purposes of demonstrating its working ability.

Administration of poisons etc

A person commits an offence if they administer poisonous or injurious substances
or drugs to a protected animal, or they permit someone else to do this. It also
applies if they cause these substances to be taken by a protected animal, e.g.
leaving rat poison out, which may be eaten by another animal.

Fighting efc

An animal fight is defined as an occasion on which a protected animal is placed
with an animal or @ human, for the purpose of fighting, wrestiing or baiting.

There are a number of offences relating to animal fights. The main offences
include causing an animal to fight, or attempting to do so, recelving money for
admission to a fight. publicising a fight, training an animal to fight. betting on a
fight and being present at an animal fight without lawful authority.

Animals commonly used for fighting include dogs. cockerels and badgers,

Sanctions

The magistrates have a range of sanctions available to them in the event of
finding someone guilty of offences under the Act. Depending on the offence.
these may Include:

o custodial sentences of up fo six months

 deprivation orders (taking the animal away)

e disqualification orders (banning @ person from owning, keeping, controling,
influencing, dedling or fransporting animais)

fines of up to £20,000

destruction of the animal.
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The Animal Welfare Act 2006 (4)

Associated secondary legislation and codes of practice

The Animal Welfare Act has been designed fo evolve over time and have a
positive impact on attitudes o animals. Secondary legislation and codes of
proctice on the keeping of cats, dogs and equines, the rearing of game birds,
racing greyhounds and keeping primates as pets have been published by the
governments of England and Wales. Other secondary legisiation on issues such
as wild animals in circuses, performing animals and commercial pet vending
may be infroduced under the Act but will take a while fo be wriften,

Until these are in place, any animal may be used for any purpose or activity.
provided it s lawful (section 9.3). At times, this may appear o be in opposition
1o the welfare offence, for example, the suffering of battery hens. However,
the standard to which the ‘duty of care’ applies s the extent required by
*good practice’.

The concept of good practice is not static - it may evolve with fime. For
example, many people keep rabbils in hutches on their own, which is not ilegal
under the Act. However, an increasing number of experts believe that rabbits are
social animals that, in @ natural state. live In groups. and that fiving alone does
not fulfl thelr need to have the company of other animals. Therefore, the courts
moay, in the future. decide on the basis of such advice that keeping a rabbit on
its own is nof “good practice’ and is therefore an offence,

Up-to-date Information on secondory legisiation and the Act can be found on
the following websites

For England: www defra.gov.uk/wildiife-pets/pets/cruels
For Wales: htto://new.wales gov.uk/fopics/environmentcountryside/ahw/
animal welfare/animalwelfareact/?lang=en

The RSPCA is opposed to any activity involving animals that is likely to cause
unnecessary suffering.

If you believe an offence has been committed under the Animal Welfare Act
2006, you should felephone the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999,
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factsheet

The Animal Welfare Act 2006 (1)

The Animal Welfore Act 2006 protects vertebrate animals (those with a
backbone) that don't live in the wild. e.g. pets and animals in circuses and zoos.

The offences in the Act are divided into two broad categories - the promotion of
animal welfare and the prevention of harm to animals.
The promotion of animal welfare
Duty of care
Any person responsible for an animal must toke reasonable steps to make sure the:
animal’s welfare needs are met (in line with good practice). These needs include:
1. asuitable place to live
2. suifable food and water
3. to be able fo behave normally
4. to be with other animals or alone — whatever suiits that type of anima, and
5. 1o be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease.
You may notice that these needs are very similar to the five freedoms, mentioned
in other RSPCA education resources.
Only the courts can decide what ‘good practice’ means in relation fo looking
after different animals.
The concept of good practice may change with time. For example, many people
keep rabbits in hutches on their own, which is not illegal under the Animal Welfare
Act, However, an increasing number of experts belleve that rabbits are social
animais that, In a natural state, live in groups, and that living alone does not fulfi
their need to have the company of other animals.
Therefore, the courts may. Iin the future, decide on the basis of such advice that
keeping a rabbit on ifs own is not ‘good practice’ and s therefore an offence.
Selling animals to persons under 16/offering animals as prizes
An animal cannot be sold or given to a person under 16.
The prevention of harm to animals
Unnecessary suffering
1t is llegol to make an animal suffer unnecessarly o let someone else do so. For
example, beating a dog.
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factsheet

The Animal Welfare Act 2006 (2)

Mutilation/docking of dogs’ tails
It s ilegal fo mutilate an animal’s body or cut off (dock) a dog's tail, unless it

is necessary for the animal’s medical reatment or it is specifically allowed (by
reguiations or by the vet). Different exceptions apply o dogs in England and Wales.

Administration of poisons

One example of an offence is leaving rat poison out, which may be eaten by
another animal.

Fighting
Itis llegal to make animals fight. It is also llegal fo train an animal o fight, to
receive money from someone who wanfs o watch your dog fight another

animal, fo bet on a fight or even go fo a fight. Animals that are sometimes used
for fighting are dogs. badgers and cockerels

What happens f you breck the law?

Some of the things that may happen if a court finds you guilty are:
® going to prison

taking away an animal

stopping someone from owning an animal

fines of Up o £20,000
putting an animal to sieep,

How will the Animal Welfare Act develop in future?

Whilst the Animal Welare Act provides general guidance for the protection
of animals. the government intends to make more specific laws (secondary
legislation) to cover particular situations or kinds of animals.

The Act has already been developed for:

o the keeping of dogs. cats and equines (horses, ponies and donkeys)

e racing greyhounds

 keeping non-human primates (e.g. monkeys ond apes) as pets

® game birds

Some examples of issues that could be covered in the next couple of years are:

e wild onimals in circuses
e performing animals

e petshops

e boarding establishments,

REMEMBER! If you think someone has broken the law, you should tell an adult or
klelephone the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999. You won't have to give your name.
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Who do we need to influence?

This activity will help students determine their farget audience for heir animal
welfare campaign.

o Split the class info groups of five.

® Give each student a different worksheet (1 1o 5) with four blank "Who am 1?'
speech bubbles on it, and one filed in.

o The students fake it in turns fo ask each other questions to establish who the four
mystery people are and what they are concerned about.

o They then draw a line between fhe group on the right and the representative
on the left, fo show whaf groups they will hove fo influence when they run
their campaign.

Answers:

Consumer (worksheet 1)
I'am a receptionist in a big hotel and | shop around the cormer from work — this is
convenient as | do shiff-work. | do care about what | buy, but I'm too busy fo go to
specialist shops.

Media (worksheet 2)
I'am a reporter for a local newspaper with a wide coverage. | am always on the
look-out for good stories that the community will be interested in. You never know,
the nationals may want my story ool

Supermarket (worksheet 3)
1am the manager at a large store and | am keen to make sure | stock products that
my customers want and that keep cosfs down. | feed back consumer opinion fo my

Government (worksheet 4)
I'am a local MP. | need to know what my constiluents feel strongly about. so | can
take it to pariioment and question the Prime Miisfer!

Public opinion (worksheet 5)

1am a refired builder and my wife is a teaching assistant at fhe local school.
We take an active interest in local and national polifics. | wil definitely support
campaigns if | think they are justified.
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Who do we need to influence? (1)

Ask who each person is and what they are concerned about
Then draw a line from the person on the left fo the group on the right that the
person represents.

 am c receptionistin @ big hotel and
15hop cround the cormef from work -

this is convenient as | do shift-work Media
| do care about what | buy. but I'm

toa busy to o fo specialist shops.

Who am 1?7

[ ]

m

. Q Government
. Q Consumer
m Who am 1?7

. D Public opinion
[ )
m

D .
Who am I?
-
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Who do we need to influence? (2)

Ask who each person is and what they are concerned about
Then draw a line from the person on the left to the group on the right that the
person represents.

D -
Who am 1?7

I6m o eporer for @ loca nes
wilh @ wide coverage. | om ciways on

ihe look-out for good siores thot the

Community wh 56 mierested n Yo Government
never know, the nationals may wont

iy story too!
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Who do we need to influence? (3)

Ask who each person is and what they are concerned about
Then draw a line from the person on the left to the group on the right that the
person represents.

D -

Who am 17

Q Government
Who am 17

Iom fhe manager of o lorge sfore
and o keen fo make sure | tock

products fhaf my customers want and

that keep costs down, | feed back Consumer
Consumer opinion 10 my superior

nofionaly

Who am 17

D Public opinion

Who am I?

D Supermarket
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Who do we need to influence? (4)

Ask who each person is and what they are concerned about
Then draw a line from the person on the left to the group on the right that the
person represents.

D -

Who am 17

Q Government
Who am I?

Q Consumer
Who am 1?7

1 am & local MP. | need to know what
my consfiluents feel strongly about. so

1 con fake it fo porfament and Public opinion

auestion Ihe Prime Minister|

Who am 1?7

D .
Who am I?
-

education

partwers in learning





image22.jpeg
worksheet

Who do we need to influence? (5)

Ask who each person is and what they are concerned about

person represents,

m E Who am 17

m E Who am 17

m £ Who am 17
-

er ond my wife
it ot fhe local

igns i | hink

they ore justie

Who am 1?7

Then draw a line from the person on the left to the group on the right that the

Media

Government

Consumer

Public opinion

Supermarket
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