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	Lesson plan





What does the RSPCA do?
COUNTRY: England




KEY STAGE: 2

CURRICULUM SUBJECT



AREA OF FOCUS
English


Animals and us
PSHE



This lesson highlights the work of the The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) and builds on information gathered from the lesson RSPCA inspectors 
Starter activity
RSPCA focus
Explain to the class that they are going to learn more about the work of one particular charity - the RSPCA. Has any of them heard of the RSPCA? Show them the logo . Do they know what the letters stand for? Explore the idea of preventing cruelty. Do they know anything about the RSPCA's work? Some may have a pet from an RSPCA rehoming centre or have seen The Dog Rescuers or Give a Pet a Home on television.
Learning styles: visual, auditory.  
Main activity
The RSPCA at work
· Discuss their answers and make a list of what the pupils already know about the RSPCA. Prompt them if necessary, using the factsheets The story of the RSPCA A and B.. There are two versions of the story for differentiation. Pre-teach vocabulary is underlined on version B.

· The important points are that the RSPCA is a charity that helps to make sure that all animals, including pets, farm animals and wildlife, have everything they need. The RSPCA does this by:

1. advising people how to care for animals

2. rescuing , rehabilitating and rehoming (or releasing if a wild animal)  neglected or mistreated animals

3. encouraging the government to put in place laws to protect animals.

· The RSPCA also prosecutes people who have mistreated animals and can ask the court to ban them from keeping animals in the future. Make sure that the pupils understand that it is against the law to neglect as well as to mistreat animals.

About the RSPCA
· Give each pupil a photocopy of the worksheet About the RSPCA .  The questions start with finding the answers in the text, then move onto more inference and research. You may want to direct different children/groups to certain questions depending on ability. They could also look at the photos of the RSPCA at work (images in The Gallery)  to give them some clues about what they think the RSPCA does.

· Work as a whole class to role play the story of the RSPCA up until the present. Or, use the photocopiables for shared reading. Or create a cartoon strip telling the story of the launch and subsequent work of the RSPCA.

Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic.
Plenary activity
Looking back
· Recap on all the work that the RSPCA does and any work that the children produced. Ask pupils individually to decide what they think is the most important reason for the RSPCA's existence.

· They can convey their ideas in words, on an A4 sheet of paper, or as a picture using the phrase 'I think the RSPCA is important because...'

Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic.
Did you know?
· In 2007 the law relating to the welfare of pets in England and Wales changed. Under the Animal Welfare Act anyone who is responsible for a pet now has a legal responsibility to meet the five basic welfare needs These are:
1. A suitable place to live - Animals should have the right type of home, including shelter, enough space, and somewhere comfortable to rest and hide.

2. A healthy diet - Animals should have access to fresh, clean water all the time and should be given the right type and amount of food to keep them fit and healthy.

3. The ability to behave normally - Animals should have enough space and the right kind of facilities to allow them to behave normally.

4. The company he or she needs - Animals should be given appropriate company.  Some animals should have company and some should be kept on their own. 

5. To stay healthy - Animals should be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease and should be treated by a vet if they are sick or injured.

· The Animal Welfare Act provides much greater protection for animals. Under the old law, people responsible for pets could only be prosecuted for cruelty once suffering had occurred, and when it was often too late to save the animal from death or lasting injury.

· There were 153,770 complaints of cruelty investigated by our inspectors in 2013 which resulted in 3,961 convictions.

· Inspectors check on animals in transit, in markets, in pet shops, boarding kennels and farms.

· As of 2016, we have approximately 267 full time (46 part time) RSPCA inspectors, 18 trainee inspectors, 55 full time (3 part time) animal welfare officers (AWOs) and 77 full time (6 part time) animal collection officers (ACOs) working to prevent cruelty and promote kindness to animals in England and Wales.
· The SPCA (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) was the world's first national animal protection society.

· The RSPCA runs a number of animal centres, wildlife centres and hospitals which all have volunteers that provide an invaluable service to animals across England and Wales.

Learning outcomes
At the end of this lesson:
· most pupils: understand the role of voluntary organisations/charities. They know that we all have a responsibility towards animals, and that there are laws to protect them

· some pupils have not made so much progress and: understand the role of voluntary organisations/charities

· some pupils have progressed further and: understand the role of voluntary organisations/charities and why we need them. They investigate a chosen voluntary/charitable organisation, and are aware of the breadth of its work

· some pupils will have progressed further and: understand key vocabulary associated with animal welfare and the charity, and are aware of some of the roles within the society.

Curriculum objectives
Pupils should learn:
· about the history and role of a local and/or national animal welfare organisation

· about voluntary/charitable organisations and why we need them.

Vocabulary
charity

farm animals

inspectors

mistreated

neglect
pets

rehome

rescue


unwanted

wildlife
Useful websites
RSPCA - About us
RSPCA - Animal Welfare Act
Worksheet – About the RSPCA

The RSPCA is a charity that was founded in 1824. Its aim is to promote kindness and to prevent cruelty to animals, including pets, farm animals and wildlife. The RSPCA works hard to improve the welfare of all animals. As an example, its work with pets aims to ensure that every pet is cared for properly and has a good home, to end cruelty to pets and to stop pet overpopulation.
The first meeting of the RSPCA was in a London coffee shop. The men present knew they were creating the world’s first animal welfare charity, but they couldn’t have imagined the size and shape that the charity would become today. Back then it was the SPCA - Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Royal patronage followed in 1837 and Queen Victoria gave permission to add the royal R in 1840, making the RSPCA as it’s known worldwide today.
One section of the RSPCA is the Inspectorate. The inspectors investigate alleged cruelty complaints and rescue animals that are in distress and take them to the vets or an animal hospital. Many of the rescued animals are rehomed by members of the public after they have been thoroughly checked by trained staff. The RSPCA has many paid and unpaid members of staff, each contributing to the common aim of promoting kindness in order to prevent cruelty.
The RSPCA also works to influence the way people think about all animals. It organises animal welfare campaigns and encourages the government to put in place laws that will protect animals. It also helps animal welfare organisations in many countries around the world.  
The RSPCA believes every animal deserves to be counted as an individual and it is everybody’s responsibility to make this happen. We can all make a difference, we can all help in some way, however large or small.
Questions

1. What is the overall aim of the RSPCA?
2. When was the Society originally formed and why did the title change in 1837?
3. What kind of tasks might an Inspector be involved in?
4. How does the RSPCA get its messages to more people?
5. The RSPCA has many volunteers working with them. What does this actually mean?
6. As you read through the information, certain words are in bold type. Can you work out, or find out what each of these words means in the context of the passage?
7. One of the words in bold is ‘campaigns’. Can you research and find out some of the campaigns the RSPCA has organised and briefly explain how these will help animals.
8. Below are some people who work for the RSPCA. Can you find out some of the things they may do on a day to day basis in their jobs:
· Veterinary Nurse
· Animal Care Assistant
· Inspector
· Wildlife Assistant
· Dog Walker
· Groom.
Factsheets – The story of the RSPCA A
How it all began

On 16 June 1824, a London vicar, Arthur Broome, met 22 founding members, including the MPs William Wilberforce and Richard Martin, at Old Slaughters Coffee House. They launched a society to prevent cruelty to animals. The SPCA became the first national animal protection society in the world. Since that meeting in London in 1824, the RSPCA has worked tirelessly to promote kindness and prevent cruelty to animals. Wilberforce was also known for campaigning to end slavery in the British colonies. Now he turned his attention to the plight of animals. Richard Martin, also known as Humanity Dick, had brought a court case against Bill Burns, who he alleged was cruel to a donkey. The donkey was brought into court to show magistrates its wounds.
No compassion

At that time, compassion for animals was regarded as strange. Most people thought that animals were commodities used to supply food, transport or sport for people.
Changing attitudes

In its early years the Society's major campaign was to win over the hearts and minds of the general public, and to change people's indifference to animal cruelty.
Royal seal of approval

By 1840 the Society's work was held in such high regard that Queen Victoria gave her permission for the SPCA to be called the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. There were five fulltime inspectors, who were paid a guinea a week. Other societies started to spring up around the world.
Men in uniform

The SPCA was launched five years before the police force. As the Society grew, the inspectors were given uniforms and truncheons. It was not until 1828 that the Home Secretary, Robert Peel, set in motion what would be the Metropolitan Police Act of 1829 – which was the start of the modern police force in England.
The RSPCA today

The Society has many staff in England and Wales, including 323 inspectors and many volunteers. It is a charity and receives no government funding. It looks after ALL animals, including:

· farm animals

· wildlife

· pets

· research animals.

Factsheets – The story of the RSPCA B
How it all began

In June 1824, 22 people met in London. They wanted to begin a group to stop cruelty to animals. The three most famous members of the group were:

· Arthur Broome, a vicar

· William Wilberforce, a MP who had wanted to end slavery

· Richard Martin, known as ‘Humanity Dick’.
The group was called the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, or SPCA. It was the first in the world. In 1840 the Queen gave permission for the Society to be called the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. The Society has tried to help animals ever since.
No compassion
At the time the Society was started, people thought it was strange to be kind to animals. Most people thought that animals were for food, transport or sport.
The first job was to try to change people’s minds about animals.
Cruelty

In 1832 the Society made 181 convictions for cruelty. Cock-fighting and bull-baiting were abolished in the 20th century.
Men in uniform

The RSPCA started five years before the police. There were five inspectors with uniforms and truncheons. They were paid a guinea a week.
Today, the RSPCA has 323 inspectors and many volunteers. It is a charity and does not receive any money from the government.

It looks after ALL animals, including:

· farm animals

· wild animals

· pets

· animals used in scientific research.
The RSPCA logo
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