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RSPCA summer conference 2009 programme

Title:  Climate change – The impact on animal welfare

Date: Tuesday, 2 June 2009

09.15am Registration and arrival tea and coffee.

09.45am Opening address from RSPCA Chief Executive Mark Watts.

Short weather report film: 2 June 2009.

Session one: An overview

10.00am An overview of the science of climate change, focusing on effects on animal welfare.

Lizzie Kendon, Hadley Centre Met Office.

Question and answer session

Session two: Wild animals

10.30am Effects of climate change on wildlife.

Professor David Macdonald, Director, Wildlife Conservation Research Unit (WildCRU),

University of Oxford.

Question and answer session

11.00am Morning tea and coffee.

Session three: Farmed animals

11.30am          Adapting to climate change: the challenges for European animal health.

The view from the Commission.

                        Francisco Javier Reviriego Gordejo, Head of Sector Disease Control and identification,

DG Sanco.       

12.00pm The effects of climate change on disease and production of farm animals.

Examples of blue tongue and flooding.

Catherine McLaughlin, Animal health and welfare policy advisor, NFU.

Question and answer session

12.40pm Lunch
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Session four: Pet animals

2pm The effects of predicted climate change on imported infectious disease and

parasites in dogs.  Is the PETS scheme a ticking timebomb?

Sandy Trees, Professor of Veterinary Parasitology, University of Liverpool.

President-elect of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.

2.30pm The expansion of a domestic infectious disease: the threat from heartworm and its

impact on owners, organisations and the veterinary profession.

Susan Shaw, Bristol University.

Question and answer session

Session five: The effects on organisations

3.20pm How should we prepare as animal welfare organisations and animal keepers to

counter the effects of climate change?

Dr Olly Watts, Senior Policy Officer, RSPB Climate Change Policy Team.

Question and answer session

4pm Chair’s summary and questions.

4.10pm Weather report film: 2 June 2059.

4.15pm Conference ends.


