
Handle with care

Donkeys
Species: Domestic donkey

Scientific names: Equus asinus

Description
Most donkeys in the UK are a grey dun colour but some are also brown or black. They look a little like ponies but have larger
ears, longer heads and coats of a different texture. They all normally have a cross over their shoulders and a stripe running
down their backs; their coats are quite thick and soft. Donkeys stand between 10 and 14 hands high and their life span is
about 30 years or longer. They are normally friendly and inquisitive animals.

Life in the wild
Domestic donkeys are related to wild asses and wild donkeys which are herd animals that live on grassland and semi-arid
areas. A herd normally consists of eight or ten females directed by an experienced stallion. In winter, the small groups
combine into large herds. In this way they protect themselves from the worst of the weather and from predators. The donkeys
in the UK are descended from donkeys that were first domesticated in Egypt 6,000 years ago.

Source of animals
Donkeys can be bought from reputable breeders – the Donkey Breed Society should be able to provide a list of breeders in
your area. A veterinary surgeon who specialises in large animals may also be able to advise on suitable sources. Some
RSPCA animal centres also have donkeys for re-homing from time to time. The Donkey Sanctuary in Devon provides an
advice service for prospective owners, and will loan donkeys to suitable homes.

Prior knowledge and preparation
Before keeping donkeys it is crucial that any potential owner finds as much out about them as they can. Only then can they
decide if donkeys are the right pets for them and if they can provide the specialist care, time, financial means and long-term
commitment to look after them properly. Accommodation, food and the necessary accessories, should all be in place before
taking a donkey home. A potential donkey owner should also talk to other donkey keepers for further advice and also to a
veterinary surgeon who specialises in this area.

Vet care/costs/holiday cover
Donkeys will need regular veterinary care and vaccinations against diseases like, tetanus and equine flu. Regular faecal
sampling for worm egg counts and worming only when appropriate plus twice yearly dental examinations are required as
well as visits from a farrier for hoof trimming every six to ten weeks. A veterinary surgeon can advise on costs of
consultations and provide information regarding their care and treatment. Insurance to cope with unforeseen veterinary care
and treatment is also recommended.

Holiday cover can be difficult and costly to arrange. It can involve putting donkeys into livery  (occasionally) but more likely
finding another reliable donkey owner who will look after your animals while you are away. Donkeys need to be looked after
every day by someone who understands their complex needs.

Unhealthy/healthy animal signs
A healthy donkey will have bright eyes with no discharge. It should not be coughing and its breathing should be easy and
even. Its coat should be thick and woolly and its skin should be supple with no sign of sores. There should be no swellings on
a donkey’s legs or body. Its ears should be alert and follow you around and its mouth and nostrils should be free from
discharge. A donkey’s tail should not be clamped between the legs or dirty with loose faeces, and its mane should not have
any sparse patches. Healthy donkey hooves should not have any horizontal grooves or vertical cracks and the horn must not
be broken or split where it meets the ground. Obesity is a common problem in donkeys – an owner should be able to see
where the ribs end, but not the shape of individual ribs. The back should be slightly ridged, not totally flat.



THIS IS BASIC INFORMATION ONLY.
If you still believe that you could care for this animal then you must

obtain further specialist information prior to taking on the responsibility.
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Why are donkeys vulnerable when kept as pets?
Donkeys are completely dependent on their owners to provide veterinary care, correct accommodation and food. Many
owners are not prepared for the cost of keeping donkeys – veterinary and farriery bills can be very expensive. Donkeys’
hooves grow very quickly and need regular attention from a farrier.

Many people forget that donkeys are not native to the UK and are not as hardy as native ponies. Because their coats are not
waterproof they need a draught proof and waterproof shelter otherwise they will become ill.

They are also time consuming – they need to be exercised, groomed, their feet checked before and after exercise, and their
shelter or stable mucked out every day. The cost of accommodation, fencing and maintaining a pasture is also expensive.
Donkeys should never be ridden by anyone weighing more than 50kg. 

Handling/transporting the animal home
Donkeys are sensitive animals and are easily frightened or upset. Approach their heads slowly and cautiously, speaking as
you do so. Sudden noises or unexpected movements can cause alarm and make the donkey difficult to handle. Donkeys enjoy
being groomed and gentle handling. Anyone thinking of keeping a donkey should gain experience handling other donkeys
beforehand. The Donkey Sanctuary in Devon can provide suitable training materials. Donkeys can be transported in a trailer
or horsebox.

Needs: grouping, diet, accommodation and environment
Donkeys are herd animals and will get upset and bray if they are kept alone. Human company is also important. Donkeys
form very strong bonds with each other and will be happier if they are kept in pairs. It is not advised that a donkey be kept on
its own but if it is it is vital that it is in a field or paddock close to the house where it has human companionship.

Two donkeys will need at least one acre of pasture with strong and safe fencing. This must be well managed and ideally
divided in two so that one area of grass can be rested while the other is used. Poisonous plants like ragwort should be
removed from the pasture. Donkeys need a shelter or a stable to protect them from cold, wet or windy weather. The shelter
should be built facing south and so that the opening faces away from the prevailing winds.

It should be sited on well-drained land, preferably on hard standing. It should have a wide entrance, a weatherproof roof and a
half-door fitted to provide extra warmth in bad weather and for when the donkey is unwell and needs to be kept inside. The
shelter needs to be well ventilated – even when the doors are shut, and should be mucked out regularly. There should always
be enough fresh straw to make a warm, dry bed.

Donkeys need a constant supply of water. Their diet should consist of mainly good quality barley or oat straw with the
addition of some hay in the winter – in a net positioned high enough to stop the donkey getting tangled in it and a salt/mineral
lick. Some older donkeys may require supplementary feeding. Products should be high in fibre and suitable for laminitics,
e.g. high-fibre nuts and laminitic safe chops.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


