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A lifetime of activity through a lifetime of joint health

� Cosequin has a unique patented
formulation* and has been proven 
in over 50 clinical trials

� Cosequin is now available in a unique
blister pack of tasty powder capsules 
for cats

� Cosequin is also available in a capsule 
and chewable formulation for dogs and 
a powder for horses

Keep them on their toes
with a unique performer

* Cosequin contains TRH122® and FCHG49®, Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. exclusive veterinary researched specifications. Cosequin® is a registered trademark of Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. 
Further information is available on request from:Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health. Walton Manor, Walton, Milton Keynes MK7 7AJ € Tel: 01908 685 685 €www.intervet.co.uk

NEW

WELFARE MALAWI

Proceedings became a little 
tense as the crocodile decided 
it was not going to cooperate. 
We watched nervously from the 
safety of the other side of the 
fence as the reptile repeatedly 
snapped at the ropes and then 
performed the “death roll” – 
one way and then the other – in 
its muddy pit. 

By now, the ropes were tan-
gled around it, but nothing was 
securely holding its ferocious 
jaws shut, and more of the wild-
life centre workers were now in 
the enclosure with the crocodile. 
Jacob, who we noticed was now 
carrying a large shotgun, was 
looking concerned. Eventually, 
after much wrestling, the animal 

became suf� ciently entangled in 
the ropes to allow Lee to climb 
down into the pit and secure its 
jaws with gaffer tape, before the 
ropes were arranged to keep the 
limbs pressed against its body. 

After this somewhat non-
textbook capture, the crocodile 
was transferred to the back of 
the pick-up truck for the journey 
back to the wildlife centre. It was 
amazing to get close to such a 
creature, and I even got to jab it 
with the obligatory enro� oxacin 
while in the truck. 

The crocodile turned out to 
be female, and on arrival at the 
wildlife centre, she immediately 
began displaying her romantic 
intentions towards the resident 
male crocodile, 
who probably 
couldn’t believe 
his luck. We vis-
ited a few days 
later to see them 
lying contended, side by side in 
their large pool – a happy ending 
for the scaly soulmates.

Monkey business
Our last working day was spent 
at the quarantine area of the 
wildlife centre. A number of 

m o n k e y s  a n d 
b a b o o n s  h a d 
recently arrived 
at  the centre, 
and we spent the 
morning sedating 

them, so we could perform 
a general physical examina-
tion, collect blood samples, give 
rabies vaccinations, microchip 
and place ear tags, and test them 
for TB. It was a great experience 
to work with these animals, and 
an enjoyable end to our visit.

Souvenir shopping, along 
with some hardcore bartering, 
resulted in an assortment of 
wooden giraffes and elephants, 
plus a few bottles of lovely 
Malawi gin, which we felt was 
suitable reward for performing 
more than 1,000 rabies vac-

�   WARM-HEARTED RESPONSE TO TEAM’S 
 AMBITIOUS WORKLOAD – from page 28

cinations and treating 1,500 
chickens, 81 dogs, 53 cattle, 158 
goats, 20 sheep, 99 ducks, 25 
pigs, nine donkeys and four cats.

All in all, I feel our journey to 
Malawi made a positive differ-
ence to the communities and 
animals we visited. Volunteering 
can be a frustrating and dif� cult 
experience, requiring a high 
level of resourcefulness and the 
acceptance of situations that may 
not be ideal – but the rewards 
are immense and the experience 
is unforgettable. 

Adventure
The WVS arranges and supports 
these trips to more than 50 
overseas projects every year. For 
a small subscription fee, veteri-
nary volunteers have access to a 
wealth of adventure vet experi-
ence and back-up. 
 With an associated charity on 
every continent, except Antarc-

tica, the volunteer travel pos-
sibilities are endless. 

 � To be bitten by the volun-
teering bug, visit www.wvs.org.
uk for more information. �  
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Jo Bellis examines a monkey prior to its release into 
Lilongwe Wildlife Centre. Inset: an anaesthetised 
monkey is weighed during its health check.

The WVS and LSPCA teams at Mua Mission. From left: Michelle, Laura Maclean, Tessa Pollard, 
Kate Southall, Pauline, Jo Bellis, Jacob, Dawn Aitken, Elina Asbjer and Richard Ssuna.

•Nothing was 
securely holding its 

ferocious jaws shut.Ž
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