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OPENING OF THE WAR ANIMALS
DISPENSARY.

GOOD WISHES FROM THE PRINCE OF WALES.

] am glad to hear of the Memorial Dispensary for
Animals which is being opened to-day at Kilburn by
the Society of which | am President, and | send my
best wishes for the success of its work.—Edward P.”’

This message from the President of the R.S.P.C.A,,
H.R.H. The Prince of Wales, addressed to Sir Robert
Gower, Chairman of the Society, was received with
acclamation at the formal opening of the Dispensary
on Thursday, 10th November.

The Dispensary serves a double purpose. It is
a memorial to all the animals and birds whose lives were
sacrificed in the Great War, and it is also a home of
healing, where the sufferings of sick animals can be
alleviated.

Possibly few people to-day realize the great debt of
gratitude owing to those animals who took part in the
war. It has been estimated that—roughly—1,361,000
animals were purchased during the war ; at one time the
strength of animals on all fronts totalled over a million.

And maybe some people are forgetting what the
R.S.P.C.A. did on behalf of the animals who suffered
from sickness and wounds.

Soon after the outbreak of the war the R.S.P.C.A.
opened a fund for the purchase of hospitals and hospital
requisites for the animals. The Duke of Portland
kindly acted as Chairman of the Fund, which was the
only one approved by the Army Council. The Fund
was an Auxiliary of the Army Veterinary Corps.

Thanks to the generosity of the animal-loving public
the Fund was soon able to supply a hospital for a
thousand horses, horse-drawn ambulances, motor ambu-
lances, motor lorries, medical stores, horse shelters, chaff
cutters and corn crushers, rugs, bandages, head collars,
halters, hoods, poultice boots, etc., etc. Those who
worked for the Fund were encouraged by a letter of
appreciation from Sir John French (afterwards Lord
French) to make further efforts which, unhappily, were
sadly needed, for in the early part of 1915 it was com-
puted that 5,000 horses were being put out of action
every day. Two more hospitals were called for and
provided. The urgent need of those hospitals is shown
by the number of animals treated in them. By the end
of January, 1916, 150,000 animals had passed through
the hospitals; of these 105,000 were returned to
remounts as cured. During 1916 another large hospital
was erected, and by the end of the first six months of
1918 the R.S.P.C.A. Sick and Wounded Horses Fund
had collected £200,000 and had spent the money in
providing necessaries for horses of the British Army.
Hospital accommodation had been provided for 13,000
horses. Kach hospital was complete with operating
theatres, forage barns, dressing sheds, forges, etc., and
also messrooms, sleeping huts, bath rooms, recreation
huts, etc., for officers and men.

The value-of this work to the country is shown by the
fact that eighty per cent of the animals that passed
through the hospitals were discharged as cured.

At the conclusion of hostilities, by which time the
Fund had collected over £250,000, Sir Douglas Haig
(afterwards Lord Haig) sent the following letter of
appreciation to the Duke of Portland, Chairman of the
Fund :—

General Headquarters,

28th January, 1919.

Sir,—I desire to express through you and your
Committee my sense of gratitude to all those who, in
their sympathy for the welfare and comfort of the
sick and wounded animals, have contributed to the
special fund which was organized under the auspices
of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, and approved of by the Army Council as an
auxiliary aid to the Army Veterinary Service.

As you are aware, animals have been exposed to very
severe trials and hardships, and have suffered heavily,
not only as battle casualties, but through the exhaus-
tion and loss of health consequent on the severe stress
of work. Their lot has, however, been greatly
lightened, and their comfort in sickness materially
added to, by the assistance which the Fund has been
able to give. This fact will, I know, be gratifying to
donors to the Fund.

I attach a list of the chief objects on which the
money subscribed has been devoted. 1would specially
like to express my thanks for the provision of motor
horse-ambulances, which have salved so many animals
and proved indispensable adjuncts to Veterinary
Service, also of the veterinary hospitals complete with
every known convenience for up-to-date surgical and
medical treatment.

May I offer you my congratulations and express my
appreciation on the work which has been achieved by
your Committee and helpers.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
(Signed) D. Haig,
Field-Marshal.

In an interesting pamphlet entitled “ Our Servant the
Horse,” Major-General Sir John Moore, K.C.M.G., C.B,,
F.R.C.V.S,, late Director of Veterinary Services, British
Expeditionary Force, France, who made a most interest-
ing speech at the opening of the Dispensary, pays a kind
tribute to the work of the R.S.P.C.A. Fund for Sick and
Wounded Horses.

“ One cannot but admire, and be profoundly grateful
for the fine spirit, the kind and sympathetic thought for
animals in war by the good British people at home, who
by their unfailing and more than generous response to






